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Without the prestige of Shakespeare, Hamlet (if it came out now) would be treated in just the same way, so that one ought not to care for their cackling, not that I am comparing poor little " Maud" to the Prince, except as, what's the old quotation out of Virgil, sic parvis componere, etc. Would it not be better that all literary criticisms should be signed with the name or at least the initials of the writer? To sign political articles would be perhaps unadvisable and inconvenient, but my opinion is that we shall never have a good school of criticism in England while the writer is anonymous and irresponsible.
Believe me yours ever, A. T.
I am delighted with Miss SewelFs gift1, tho' yet unseen. I should like as I have told her to learn something of the history of the naming of it: can you tell me anything ? Please get it framed, we shall be half a year getting it done here. I think it should not have a great white margin except the artist herself desires it Perhaps the lake was not called after your humble servant but another. I enclose you the note to Miss Sewell which please deliver and read if you choose. _____________                  A. T.
I wished for you much yesterday. Merwood2 brought me a lump of snake's eggs, and I picked carefully out two little embryo snakes with bolting eyes and beating hearts. I laid them on a piece of white paper. Their hearts or blood-vessels beat for at least two hours after extraction. Does not that in some way explain why it is so very difficult to kill a snake? I was so sorry not to have you and your microscope here.
A. T.
1 Miss Sewell had painted a picture of Lake Tennyson in New Zealand, so named by Sir Frederick Weld.
2 Tenant at Farringford farm.